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agreed to support your legitimate demands, you would
stay?"

"Well?"

"But we do not know, none of us know, what
verdict would satisfy you. Come, Monsieur Jevtitch,
what are your minimum demands, your absolute
minimum? Let me know them, and I will guarantee
that they are accepted by a majority of the League."

It seemed that the Frenchman was being forced to
compromise, though in reality the Serb was being forced.
Jevtitch talked again of his demands and that was all
Laval required. If he could keep the Jugoslav case
alive on any terms the situation might be saved.

Laval plied Jevtitch with soft talk and with guttural
assurances that came from the heart and seemed to come
from the stomach. All the Serb said was very true, and
every Frenchman sympathized. Let him reduce every-
thing to a formula. The English loved formulas and
would swallow almost anything if told it was a formula.

So Jevtitch returned to his hotel and prepared a
statement of his irreducible minimum. Next morning
he presented it to Laval. The statement still harped
on the responsibility of Italy and had to be re-edited.
It must be strictly in accord with the Memorandum which
made no mention of Italy. The Serbs must be logical
and must not try to drag in extraneous considerations.
If they won their case against the Hungarians they could
lodge a further complaint against other powers subse-
quently, if they desired.

Jugoslavia decided to be satisfied with a signal victory
over Hungary. The statement was rewritten. Laval
seemed to be pleased and said that they must at once
find Mr. Eden. But it was reported that Eden was out
playing golf. Haste was necessary, if the powers were
to be brought into agreement over the week-end. Laval
resolved upon a bold move. Without consulting the
British delegate he would go direct to the Italians who,
in his belief, held control of the situation. If Baron